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Faith in the scales of action
Dr. Ali alah Bedashti?

Abstract

The Almighty God has set a measure for everything in the universe,
both in this world and the hereafter. The prophets are the measure
for assessing the faith and actions of their communities. In Islamic
traditions, it is stated that Ali (AS) is the measure of deeds. The
concept of measure is not exclusive to the hereafter; in the human
world, too, there is a measure for everything: logic is the measure
for distinguishing right from wrong thoughts, exams are the measure
for assessing learners' progress, and thermometers are the measure
for gauging air temperature.

The question addressed in this article is: What is the measure for
assessing the faith of adherents to a religion? How can one
distinguish a true believer from hypocrites who claim faith, or gauge
the levels of believers' faith? Although faith is a matter of the heart,
and only God knows what lies within hearts, the manifestation of
faith in an individual's actions and personal and social ethics serves
as a reliable indicator of inner faith.

The author's claim here is that at least one of the most important
measures of faith is action. The alignment of faithful actions with the
religious principles and Sharia of the religion to which the individual
adheres can serve as a good gauge for their level of faith. By "action,"
we mean both individual devotional acts such as prayer and fasting,

! Professor, University of Qom  A.allahbedashti@gom.ac.ir
Received Date: 21/12/2024
Accepted Date: 1/2/2025



VPY ylmoy — 1 oot e bl oS- ads by 5 oole aalilas o

as well as personal ethics and behavior, and social actions
manifested in an individual's ethics, behavior, and social interactions,
as detailed in religious sources.

The primary goal of this research is to elucidate the theoretical
principles of self-assessment in the levels of faith. Secondarily, it can
provide a solid foundation for field studies and, ultimately,
contribute to increasing insight and raising public awareness to
distinguish true believers from those who merely claim faith. As a
result, forty affirmative and negative components are presented as
the most important indicators of faith.

Keywords: Faith, action, ethical behavior, indicator, Imami Shia.
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Calvin Plan
Dr.Ramezan Mahdavi Azadbani?!

Abstract

In the present work, while presenting the Aquinas/Calvin model as a
framework that demonstrates the epistemic value and rationality of
religious beliefs, an attempt is made to defend this model by relying
on the common intellectual framework of postmodernism. For this
purpose, the epistemic theory and religious epistemology of Alvin
Plantinga, who proposed the Aquinas/Calvin model, are briefly
analyzed. Then, the model is defended as a conditional proposition
that assumes the truth of religious beliefs in defending the rationality
of faith, drawing on postmodern epistemic characteristics. It seems
that the success of Plantinga's religious epistemology is more
plausible when considered within the postmodern epistemic
context. Regarding this period, it becomes clear that "rationality,"
unlike the common intellectual framework of the modern era where
it was equated with truth, loses this status. Postmodern thinkers,
relying on Kantian considerations regarding the distinction between
noumenon and phenomenon and the impossibility of accessing the
noumenon, as well as linguistic considerations from thinkers like
Wittgenstein regarding language uses, offered a different
understanding of rationality than that of the modern era. In such a
context, the Aquinas/Calvin model seeks to demonstrate the
rationality of faith. Understanding the prevalent notion of rationality
in postmodernism, on one hand, and Plantinga's alignment with
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postmodern philosophers in criticizing classical foundationalism, on
the other, are fundamental in affirming the success of this model .

Keywords: Epistemology, cognition, postmodernism, basic belief,
Calvin, Alvin.
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Criticism & review of Mutazili, Ashari & Shia views on

the causes of high prices
Dr. Hossein atrak!

Abstract

This paper study God's role in inflation from Islamic view. The main
question is what role does God play in increasing the prices of
commodities and products in the market? Ash'ari theologians
believe that God is who prices commodities and products in market.
Then, He is the main cause of rising or falling of prices. Imamiyya and
Mu'tazilite Theologians believe that the cause of rising of prices in
the market sometimes is humane and sometime is divine. God's role
in increasing of prices can be in these types: \) decreasing of
commodities and products because of natural disasters like
decreasing rain or pests; Y) increasing people's desire to buy; Y)
increasing population and ¥) increasing people's needs to
something. There are some traditions (Hadith) that attribute the
rising of prices to God and His angels. | think that the main cause of
jumping prices in market is humane and economic and what Islamic
theologians attribute to God as a cause of changing prices in market
is @ mistake that they commit because of admixing of God's direct
agency or causality and indirect in the word. God is not a direct cause
of increasing prices but He is indirect cause.

Keywords: God, infilation, God's agency, Ash'arih, Imameyyah,
Mu'tazilite.
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An evaluation of Anselm’s cognitive existence argument
based on the proof of God’s existence with an emphasis on
Kant’s criticisms of it
Dr. Abbas Yazdani'

Abstract

The ontological argument is an a priori argument that does not rely
on experience of the external world but uses "pure reason" to prove
the existence of God. In other words, ontological arguments employ
analysis, a priori premises, and necessary principles to demonstrate
that God exists. The most famous ontological argument was
proposed by Anselm, an Italian theologian of the 11th century. Is
Anselm's argument considered valid and successful? Are the
criticisms against it, particularly those by Kant, defensible? Is the
attempt to prove God's existence through the ontological argument
complex and futile? This paper, conducted through a critical-
analytical method, aims to present Anselm's ontological argument
and examine the criticisms against it, especially Kant's critiques. The
article will show that while some contemporary criticisms of Anselm
and Kant's objections to the argument lack sufficient solidity and can
be addressed, some of Kant's critiques remain serious and
challenging for Anselm's argument. The responses provided to the
raised criticisms cannot be considered a successful defense.
Therefore, the traditional formulation of the ontological argument
cannot be regarded as a convincing argument for theism.

Keywords: Ontological argument, Anselm, existence of God, Kant,
criticisms of the ontological argument.
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Narrative Theology based on the analysis of the concept of

narrative
Dr. Mohammad Asgharit

Abstract

Narrative theology is one of the new theological fields formed in the
West (America) and influenced by the atmosphere of
postmodernism. This type of theology, like other manifestations of
postmodernism, has rebelled against the theology before it. Here,
based on the narrative/story that we find in the Bible, the topics such
as man, God, faith, etc. are expanded. Since there is no specific and
comprehensive definition of this type of theology (we didn't find it),
we came to it by studying and analyzing the opinions of theologians
related to this field, the characteristics and basic concepts of
narrative, which is the main element that forms this type of theology.
is, and is based or influenced by our postmodern atmosphere, let's
define narrative theology; And according to what we did, we were
able to introduce this theology based on seven
concepts/characteristics.

Keywords: narrative, narrative theology, postmodern, Bible,
meaning, life.
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Comparative study of Riyazat & Rohbaniyat according

to Allameh Tabatabai
Dr. Ali Asghar Jafari valanit, Mahya Mehrjedi?

Abstract

Asceticism (Riyadat) is a significant topic in the field of mystical
spiritual wayfaring (sultk), which can manifest legitimately as self-
discipline and self-purification or illegitimately as arduous ascetic
practices and monasticism. From the perspective of Allamah
Tabatabai, asceticism has a profound impact on the human soul.
Effective and legitimate asceticism in Islam is fully articulated, and
only the method of the Quran and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) for spiritual
wayfaring and the elevation of the human soul is endorsed, while
other deviant methods, whether within Islam or other religions, are
rejected. On the other hand, by examining Quranic verses and
narrations, we find that monasticism—a form of asceticism—is
sometimes recommended and at other times rejected. Allamah
argues that the Almighty God has neither explicitly negated nor
legislated monasticism. The apparent contradiction can be resolved
by recognizing that the concept of monasticism does not carry the
same meaning in all contexts. The aim of the present research is to
analyze the contradictions regarding monasticism using a
descriptive-analytical method based on Allamah Tabatabai's
statements .

Keywords: Asceticism, monasticism, contradiction, Allamah Tabatabai.

! Faculty member, Shahid Motahhari University, Tehran  jafari_valani@yahoo.com
2 Master's degree, Allameh Tabatabai University mahya_mehrjedi@yahoo.com
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