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Text in the History of Philosophy.

ipl 00,5 dax 7 wibigeiils 51 S5 (5 e b 5 Slasein L) QLS oyl

Shleiil g Glige 099w 5 55 (Jom) Jom 136855 5 0z 5 (K03 (3l93) (ol (20 0)1)3 (BT LV YAP) wagd poan

Ol (S

¥


mailto:rasouli@khu.ac.ir

VFPoF 5l — Fojlods e Oladl codls — s gy oode anbidas
Olgll ads a5 wils o SIS (6 St aSdy lepled gomdo &5 1) poad a5 WS 0 gl
@ gl o)l 5k Jae soles (3l sgumme g (00 i VL Cua ol ie

Il

0



David Hume and the Critique of Rational Theology: A

New Reading of Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
Dr. Rasoul Rasoulipour!

Abstract

David Hume is considered one of the most influential critics of
rational theology in the modern era, and Dialogues Concerning
Natural Religion is considered his most important work in this field.
However, there is no consensus on Hume's final position on religion,
God, and natural theology. Many commentators have considered
the criticisms raised in this work as evidence of Hume's atheism or
agnosticism, while others have emphasized the existence of theistic
and faith-based elements in his thought. The present study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and focusing on examining the
structure of the work's dialogue and analyzing the roles of the
characters Philo, Cleanthes, and Demea, seeks to reinterpret
Hume's position on rational theology. The main question of the
article is whether Hume's criticisms are directed at the principle of
theism or at the efforts of theologians to rationalize religious
doctrines? The findings of the research show that Hume, rather
than seeking to deny the existence of God, criticizes the
epistemological and argumentative foundations of rational
theology and considers the ability of reason to achieve certain
knowledge of the divine essence and attributes to be limited. Also,
the analysis of the text of the dialogues shows that Hume
distinguishes between true religion and historical and institutional
forms of religion, and his main opposition is directed at theological
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dogma and theological systems prevalent in Christianity of his time.
Accordingly, the present article defends a reading that considers
Hume not as a full-fledged atheist, but as a skeptical thinker who
uses the critigue of rational theology to refine religious
understanding and limit the claims of theoretical reason about
divine matters.

keywords: skepticism, natural religion, rational theology, true
religion, false religion, fideism
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2 Anselm’s Ontological Argument

3 Aquinas’ Five Ways

4 Paley, William. [YA-Y] Y. - #. Natural Theology edited with an Introduction and Notes by
Matthew Eddy and David Knight. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Alvin Plantinga: (Alvin.Plantinga.\@nd.edu)

“Hume is a very hard fellow to figure out: in the Dialogues it's hard to know when he is speaking
in propria persona and when he isn't. His work is actually pretty full of inconsistencies or
tensions. So, | don't really know what his own views on God are, but my guess is that he was an
agnostic. He may have sometimes felt the tug of an inclination to believe in God, but I'd be
inclined to think he was committed to some kind of agnosticism.”

Richard Swinburne: (richard.swinburne@oriel.ox.ac.uk)

“My own (amateur) view is that Hume allowed that there might be some kind of intelligent
principle behind the

universe, but he didn't think this very likely; he was opposed to all organised religion, and had no
other belief normally held by organized religions, such as that there is life after death. This is the
conclusion of, for example, John Gaskin's book HUME'S PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, in which he
writes (p. YVY) that Hume's beliefs 'are better described as highly attenuated deism which is not
positively advocated'. (I think that some of

his remarks suggesting 'fideism' are meant sarcastically.)”

Samuel Newlands: (snewlands@nd.edu)

“I agree with Al that we should be pretty careful about inferring Hume's own beliefs from the
Dialogues, especially Philo's about-face at the end of Book Y. | think the case is pretty strong,
based on personal correspondence and biographical information, that Hume himself was what
we would now consider an atheist. At best, he is a very non-theistic deist - the "original cause"
has no personal attributes. But it's a different question altogether whether *Humeans* must or
should be atheists, agnostics, theists, and the like. And that's a far more interesting question,
and it sounds like the one you're after: given, say, the Humean principles advanced by Philo in
the early parts of the dialogue, could one consistently maintain a more theist-friendly
skepticism/agnosticism/even belief? Well, Philo himself suggests a way of doing this at the end
of Book Y, so if that turns out to be consistent with Humean principles, then perhaps Hume
shows us a way to do so, even if it turns out (less interestingly) that Hume himself didn't
embrace it.”
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