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Analysis and critique of the method "Critique of the Basis
of Dispensing with Sharia" in refuting mysticism from the

perspective of Sheikh Javad Khorasani
Dr. AmirHossein Mansoori noorit, MohammadJavad Rastgoo?

Abstract

This article was formed to answer the main question: "How is Sheikh
Mohammad Javad Khorasani's method of critiquing the basis of
dispensing with Sharia in order to refute mysticism analyzed and
criticized?" Accordingly, the present essay, using library resources,
has analyzed and criticized Khorasani's methods in criticizing the
basis of dispensing with Sharia. After analyzing and critiquing
Khorasani's thoughts on this matter, it has concluded that his
description of this basis is flawed. This is because Khorasani equates
discourse on this foundation with Sufism and does not distinguish
between a mystic who adheres to Sharia and a deviant Sufi, accusing
mystics of pretending to be religious. More importantly, the meaning
Khorasaniinferred from the principle "When the truths are revealed,
the religious laws become null" (Idha Zaharat al-Haga'ig, Batalat al-
Shara'i') significantly differs from the meaning intended by the
mystics. Referring to the works of mystics such as Lahiji, Sayyid
Haydar Amuli, and Imam Khomeini clearly reveals that none of the
mystics considered the outcome of mysticism to be a dispensation
from Sharia, and they condemn those who accept this basis. Instead,
the meaning intended by the mystics—the direct observation of
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divine will versus its indirect understanding—entails greater
devotion and adherence, which is observed in true mystics.

Khorasani then describes the mystics in their own terms; while
acknowledging them as people of spiritual unveiling and union, he
ironically characterizes their poetry as satanic due to non-divine
ascetic practices. By citing examples from mystical poetry without
considering the metaphorical meanings expressed by the mystics
themselves, he condemns them. However, the mystics themselves
were aware of the possibility of satanic unveiling and introduced
Sharia and reason as criteria for distinguishing error. Regarding
poetry, wisdom-filled poetry has been absolutely endorsed by the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). Moreover, the mystics explicitly
clarify the lofty meanings expressed metaphorically in their poetry.

Another criticism by Khorasani is that Sufis and mystics set aside
Sharia and reason to reach the truth. The statements that led to this
interpretation by Khorasani refer to a state where, without the need
for rational thought (the tool of reason), truths are directly observed.
In such a state, the application of reason would be a hindrance.

Keywords: Dispensing with Sharia, Sufi and mystic, dispensing with
reason, Sheikh Javad Khorasani.
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